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Strength from weakness arises. Turning vision into mission
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Imelda Diaz-Canoy,”Representative Migrant Center in Yaizu (MCY)
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"Grow wherever you are, bloom wherever you stand."
This old quote serves as an inspiration for every
migrant, wherever they plan to build a new life. It
speaks to the power of adapting and thriving in
unfamiliar surroundings.
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To better understand the culture, rules, and
regulations of the new country you live in, it is crucial
to possess basic knowledge of the language. Some
people may indeed work without a solid language
background, even if they were educated in their home
country. Yes, children can graduate from school, even
if they have limited knowledge in certain subjects, up
to Junior High School.
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However, aren’ t we often struggling in the workplace
because we cannot fully understand instructions? We
might also struggle to interact with locals due to weak
communication skills. Similarly, children may not
grasp lessons, not because they are slow learners, but
because they lack clarity on the subject. It is a
devastating experience, often accompanied by the
presumption of idiocracy?yet some  remain
nonchalant.
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The real issue is not lack of intelligence, but the
language barrier that hinders progress. Yes, it is our
own lapses in not having prior language awareness.
Recognizing these setbacks has led me to the
realization that we must stand up for representation

and work toward overcoming these challenges.
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Associate gratitude

Guided by empathy, they are committed to answering
the call to help foreigners feel welcomed and
supported, while uplifting those in need. With no
thought of reward, they selflessly dedicate their time
every Saturday afternoon. Additionally, the
community leaders have supported the MCY-Migrant
Center in Yaizu in its endeavours, believing that these
efforts can strengthen the bond between foreigners
and locals. They have allowed us to use the
community centre free of charge and even provided a
new photocopier for our use, along with free bond
paper and toner.
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Affiliation, connectedness
Hurray! The MCY Center opened its doors on May 11,

2004, to accommodate foreigners of all ages and
welcome local supporters. The Center operates every
Saturday from 1:00. Other children engage in peer
tutoring to support newcomers, working in pairs to

help each other learn.
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We also have dedicated events, like Tanabata, where
the Jichikai-chou provides sasa bamboo to decorate
and display our tanzaku (wishing strips). They also
gave each participant ice cream for our refreshment.
Every November, we commemorate our
gone-but-not-forgotten loved ones and relatives during
All Souls' Day and All Saints' Day, a Filipino cultural
tradition. Once again, the local organization provided
snacks and surprise gifts for the treasure hunt.
Volunteers also contribute by donating prizes, such as
awards for best costumes and other games.
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Christmas is the happiest event I have witnessed,
where children sing and dance freely. We share a
sumptuous cake provided by the local organization,
along with food and drinks brought by children,
adults, and volunteers. The multicultural employees
of our city visit us from time to time and even bring
snacks to share.
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Every Saturday is unique, filled with new experiences
and activities. Each Saturday is special because of the
diverse ways we learn, celebrate, and connect.
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p.m. to 4:00 p.m., serving children and adult learners.
Typically, 4-5 volunteers are present to teach and
guide the participants.
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Schoolchildren bring their homework, while newly
arrived children learn Japanese characters and basic
lessons. Adults are grouped based on their competency
level.
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MCY’ s aspiration

We warmly welcome additional volunteers to assist us
in teaching and guiding both children and adults. We
are also hoping to receive further support from any
agency or the private sector.
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L' hristmas party 2025

Tanabata 2025



