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Japan group helds memorial
ceremony on Salpan

15 Nov 2018
By Jurihan B. Todifio - junhan@mvariety.com - Variely News Stafl

k
o

Like 1 Tweet

FOURTEEN members of the Shizuoka Prefectural Assembly of Japan conducted a
memorial service at the Memorial Monument of the War Dead in the Mid-Pacific and at
Banzai Cliff on Friday merning.

The Shizuoka Prefectural Assembly members led by Toru Ueda were accompanied by
businesspersons.

in his remarks, Ueda said: “So many precious lives were lost during the last world war.
They hoped for peace and development of their home country. They prayed for their
family's safety back home as they got hurt in the batilefield. Some were unable to come
back home after the war ended, suffering hunger and disease, hefore passing on.”

He said the regrets of those who perished in the war must have been heart-wrenching.

Ueda said the delegation will regutarly visit Saipan to pay their "highest respect to all
the families of the war dead” whose sadness even time cannot heal.

“Seventy-four years have passed since the war ended but we must never forget that the
peace and prosperity which so many of us take for granted wouldn't have existed
without the ultimate sacrifices that were made during the war,” he said.

He added that majority of the population have grown up without knowing the tragedies
caused by war, Ueda said he feels it is the obligation of his generation to pass down the
lessons of history to the younger generation who will be the future of their nation.

Visiting members of the Shizuoka Prefectural Assembly and Japanese businesspersons pose
for a photo with Lt. Gov. Amnold |. Palacios and the governor’s chief of staff Angel Demapan at
Banzai Cliff on Friday. Photo by Junhan B. Todifio

He said they want to engrave deeply in the hearts of the new generation the tragedies
brought by war.
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: "As people living in this modern world, we hereby resolve that we shall never repeat

. such a tragic history again, and pledge that we shall put all our efforts in [creatingl a

~ society [in which} people [are] filled with hope, and have learned lessons from the
previous generation's ultimate sacrifices,” Ueda said.

At the ceremony, Lt Gov. Arnold |. Palacios expressed his appreciation to the
delegation for their visit and prayers.

“As we pray for the souls [of those who perished in the war], we also pray for the
eternal peace of the world,” Palacios said.

In an interview, Shizuoka Prefectural Assembly vice chairman Nakazawa Kimihiko said
they intend to establish a student cultural exchange program with Saipan.

Japanese businessman Makoto Sugita, president of JS Capital Corporation, said they
are exploring business opportunities while on Saipan.

"“We'd like to venture in agriculture development and the hotel and restaurant business,”
he said.

The visit of the Shizuoka Prefectural Assembly members was coordinated and
facilitated by Naomi Y. Villagomez, general manager of Paupau Tours.
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